Leptonema thornei n. gen., n. sp., is distinctive in having a short spear; broad somewhat cylindroid, weakly sclerotized extension; slightly sclerotized pharynx forming a funnel-shaped guiding ring and basal expanded portion of esophagus set off from the anterior slender part.
GENUS LEPTONEMA N. GEN.
Diagnosis: Leptonchidae. Spear short, ventral sector curved until it almost overhangs the dorsal one. Basal part of these two sectors not opposite each other, the dorsal extending somewhat farther back. Extension broad, somewhat cylindroid, weakly sclerotized. Oral opening leads into a slightly sclerotized pharynx forming a funnel-shaped guiding ring. Anterior portion of esophagus a slender tube set off from the basal expanded portion by a slight constriction and lack of musculature. Vulva transverse. Ovary opisthodelphic and reflexed in the type species.
Testes, spicules and supplements dorylaimoid. Lateral guiding pieces present. Tail of both sexes similar.
Type and only species: Leptonema thornei n. sp. Relation.rhip: Leptonema n. gen., is distinctive in the form of spear and extension, pharynx and guiding ring and the basal expanded portion of esophagus set off from the anterior slender part. It comes closest to DorylaimoideJ Thorne & Swanger, 1936 , but differs in the character of spear and its extension, pharynx and guiding ring and the offset esophagus.
LEPTONEMA THORNEI N. SP. (Fig. 1, A-J 
